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Mobilization 
Leaders Blast 
Justice Probe 

By Paul Valentine 

Washington Post Stall Writer 


Leaders of last weekend’s 
antiwar demonstrations here 
yesterday denied Justice De- 
partment suggestions that any 
of them may have triggered 
violence and bitterly den- 

nounced the decision to inves- 
tigate them. 

“We deny that we have dis- 
turbed the peace,” said Stew- 
art Meachan, white-haired 
Quaker pacifist and a cochair- 
man of the New Mobilization 
Committee to End the War in 
Vietnam. “We declare that we 
have disturbed the war. 

"We declare that we have con- 
spired to do violence,” he said. 
“We delcare that we have con- 
spired — literally breathed to- 
gether — to engage in peaceful 
protest against U.S. aggression 
in Vietnam.” 

Mobilization march permit 
negotiator Ron Young said 
Nixon administration war 
strategists “should be con- 
victed and jailed, not for re- 
venge but for moral rehabilita- 
tion.” 

The Mobilization statements 
came at a special press confer- 
ence called in reaction to 
claims by Deputy Attorney 
General Richard J. Klein- 
dienst Tuesday that Mobiliza- 
tion leaders knew violent ele- 
ments were coming to Wash- 
ington last weekend, did little 
to stop them and are being in- 
vestigated for violations of the 
new federal antiriot act. 

The measure, part of the 
1968 Civil Rights Act, makes it 
a felony to cross state lines 
with intent to incite or partici- 
pate in a riot. 

Crossing Lines 

“Somebody should investi- 
gate Kleindienst and (Attor- 
ney General John N. Mitchell 
because they crossed state 
lines from Arizona and New 


York to foment violence," said 
Mobilization attorney Philip J. 
Hirsehkop. “Their attitude was 
abominable.” Arizona and 
New York are Kleindienst and 
Mitchell’s home states, respec- 
tively. 

Hirsehkop, who as Mobiliza- 
tion attorney had worked, 
closely with government offi- 
cials in arranging permits for 
the 40-hour “March . Against 
Death” from Arlington Ceme- 
tery to the Capitol and also 
the mass march Saturday up 
Pennsylvania Avenue, ap- 
peared particularly bitter. 

He blamed much of the lim- 
ited violence Friday night and 
Saturday by militant groups 
on what he said was the Jus- 
tice Department's lack of co- 
operation and its slowness in 
granting march permits. 

Riot Denied 

Even so, Hirsehkop said, the 
violence that did occur could 
not be defined as a riot. Mili- 
tants among 2,000 to 3,000 
demonstrators Friday night 

clashed with police in an at- 
tempted march on the South 
Vietnamese Embassy. On Sat- 
urday, many of the same mili- 
tants among some 10,000 dem- 
onstrators smashed windows 
at the Justice Department. 
Neither action was officially 
sponsored by Mobilization. 

Windows in at least 76 
downtown buildings were bro- 
ken in the incidents. Police 
used tear gas to stop the ac- 
tion. About 90 persons were 
arrested, most for disorderly 
conduct. 

Mobilization leaders have < 


claimed tney went co extra 
lengths to prevent violence, 
negotiating with violence- 
prone groups and furnishing 
more than 2,500 marshals for 
crowd control at the planned 
marches. 

Hirsehkop said Kleindienst 
and other officials were fully 
aware of these efforts. 

( He said Kliendienst was an 
“absolute liar” when he told 
newsmen Tuesday that Mobili- 
zation negotiators had refused 
to modify their demand that 
marchers be allowed to walk 
around the White House until 
last Tuesday, four days before 
the mass march up Pennsylva- 
nia. 

Alternates Suggested 

He said alternate routes, in- 
cluding one avoiding , the 
White House, had been sug- 
gested the preceding week. 
Mobilization spokesmen had 
publely announ.ed such alter- 
nate routes the preceding 
Wednesday to newsmen. 

Kleindienst had ruled out a 
march around the White 
House because of security 
risks, he said. Government 
and Mobilization leaders fi- 
nally agreed to a march line 
that went up Pennsylvania Av- 
enue as far as 15th Street, just 
southeast of the White House 
then turned south to the 
Washington Monument 
grounds. 

Kleindienst has maintained 
that Justice Department intel- 
ligence reports indicated that 
ultra-militant groups intended 
to use the massive demonstra- 
tions as a springboard to vio- 
lence. 

He acknowledged that ”98.65 
per cent” of the , estimated ! 
250,000 demonstrators Satur- 1 
day were peaceful and that 
others initiated violence only 
at non-Mobilization rallies cen- 
tering on the Justice Depart- 
ment and the South Vietnam- 
ese Embassy. 

Meacham contended that 
the police estimate of 250,000 
for the mass march was con- 
servative and that a more real- 
istic figure would be 500,000. 

“It was a community for a 
day . . . “he said. “I wonder 
where you could find a com- 
munity of a half-million where 
so few people were arrested.” 



